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Abstract This study investigated attrition in reported rape
crimes in the earlier processing phases, including decisions
by the police and the prosecution regarding case closure.
Furthermore, this study examined potential differences in
attrition patterns and legal decisions regarding case closure
between a group of victims in contact with a specialized
multidisciplinary treatment unit for rape victims compared to
a group of victims not in contact with this unit. The study was
conducted as a case-file analysis of all rape cases reported to a
regional Danish police department (n=282) over a three-year
period. Most cases were closed in the initial processing
phases, with the police closing 61.7 % of the cases and the
prosecution closing 53.7 % of the cases referred by the police.
Insufficient evidence and the victim’s unwillingness to partic-
ipate in the investigation were important factors for attrition.
We found no significant differences in attrition patterns or
legal reasons regarding case closure between the group of
victims who had been in contact with the specialized multi-
disciplinary treatment unit for rape victims and those who had
not. More research is needed to explore effects of specialized
multidisciplinary treatment units for rape victims on the legal
process following a rape crime.
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Introduction

Rape is a serious criminal act with long-term health conse-
quences for the victim (Campbell et al., 2009). In Denmark,
500 rapes are reported annually but this number is estimated to
represent only 25% of all rapes committed nationally
(Amnesty International, 2010; Laudrup et al., 2011). In addi-
tion, national statistics indicate that only a minority of reported
rape cases are prosecuted by the criminal justice system in
Denmark (Amnesty International, 2010; Laudrup et al., 2011).
Attrition refers to the filtering process by which cases drop out
of the criminal justice system. Although most serious crimes
have some level of attrition, rape crimes seem to have one of
the highest attrition rates (Lea et al., 2003) with only 5-10 %
resulting in a conviction (Campbell, 2008; Kelly et al., 2005).
Furthermore, in the past ten years, more rape cases have been
reported to the police, but fewer cases have ended with con-
viction (Lovett & Kelly, 2009).

Most studies investigating attrition are now over a decade
old and have mainly focused on the prosecution process and
the court outcomes, rather than on earlier time points in the
criminal process (Alderden & Ullman, 2012). Rape prosecu-
tion is a complex and multi-level process (Campbell, 2008)
and the lack of research in the earlier stages of case processing
may have serious consequences for understanding how cases
are processed by the legal system as a whole (Alderden &
Ullman, 2012). Newer studies in the area show that most rape
cases are closed in the initial phases of the legal system
(Alderden & Ullman, 2012; Brown et al., 2007; Spohn &
Tellis, 2012) and decisions by the police and the prosecution
are considered important 'gateways' to the courtroom
(Kerstetter, 1990). Brown et al. (2007) suggested that it is
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necessary to differentiate between legal and extra-legal con-
cepts when investigating factors that influence case processing
by the police and the prosecution. The first category refers to
decisions by the police and the prosecution regarding case
closure based on legal practicalities such as the presumed
likelihood of conviction in the court. Extra-legal factors, on
the other hand, represent the impact of factors such as personal
attitudes when closing a case (Brown et al., 2007). Only a few
studies have investigated legal decisions behind case closure.
These studies suggest that insufficient evidence and the vic-
tim’s unwillingness and ability to participate in the investiga-
tion are the main reasons for cases being closed both by the
police and by the prosecution (Brown et al., 2007; Gregory &
Lees, 1996; Murphy et al., 2013). Unfortunately, data on
attrition in rape cases and decisions by the police and the
prosecution regarding case closure have mainly been gathered
in the UK and the USA. Research has indicated that cross-
country variations and similarities may exist (Lovett and
Kelly, 2009) and studies from other countries are needed in
order to explore whether different legal systems and cultures
may influence the legal processing of rape crimes.

Furthermore, public and legal initiatives have been devel-
oped in recent years to improve the legal process following a
rape crime (Spohn & Tellis, 2012). One of these initiatives is
the establishment of coordinated multidisciplinary approaches
to victims of sexual assaults (Campbell et al., 2005; Spohn &
Tellis, 2012). These public treatment approaches were (among
other things) developed to improve the response of the crim-
inal justice system and increase the likelihood of a fair trial
(Bramsen et al., 2009; Spohn & Tellis, 2012). In 1999,
Denmark established its first regional center for victims of
rape and sexual assault (Center for Rape Victims – CRV;
Bramsen et al., 2009). The CRVoffer specially trained nurses,
medical treatment if needed, forensic examination, counseling
by licensed psychologists, and facilities for police questioning
if requested. Also, the investigators at the regional police
department receive specialized training in interviewing vic-
tims of sexual violence and participate in interagency training
and case-conferences with medical examiners, nurses, and
psychologists from the CRV (Bramsen et al., 2009). The
effects of specialized multidisciplinary units on the legal pro-
cess following a sexual assault have largely been untested
(Spohn & Tellis, 2012) but existing research indicates that
the establishment of multidisciplinary treatment models can
enhance prosecution rates following a rape crime (Campbell
et al., 2012a, b; Campbell et al., 2009; Campbell et al., 2005).

The current Study

This study investigated attrition of rape cases reported to a
Danish police department at the earlier points in the legal
process, including decisions by the police and the prosecution
regarding case closure. Two crucial stages were examined at

which case attrition normally occurs: 1) the police deci-
sion to present the case to the procecution, and 2) the
prosecution decision to press charges. We explored the
legal decisions by the police and the prosecution for case
closure by conducting a content analysis of the case files
for the closed cases. In addition, this study examined
whether attrition patterns as well as the legal reasons
regarding case closure differed between a group of vic-
tims in contact with the CRV compared to a group of
victims not in contact in with the CRV. We explored
potential differences in victim age and assault character-
istics (identified perpetrator, known vs. unknown perpe-
trator, and the number of perpetrators) between these two
study groups.

This study aimed to contribute to the knowledge on attri-
tion in rape cases at the earlier phases of the legal process,
including the legal decisions for case closure by the police and
the prosecution based on a sample of rape cases reported to a
Danish police station. In addition, the study aimed to contrib-
ute to the sparse amount of existing literature on the potential
effects of specialized multidisciplinary treatment units for rape
victims on the legal process following a rape crime.

Methods

Sample

The initial sample consisted of 296 case files reported to a
regional police department in Jutland, Denmark, between 1
January 2008 and 31 December 2010. The police department
covers a region with approximately 540,000 citizens and
includes Aarhus, which is the second largest city in
Denmark. We excluded all cases where the victims had been
charged for a false rape allegation or cases where the victim
had admitted during questioning that the allegation was false
(n=14); leaving 282 cases for further analysis.

The reported cases represented 161 cases of rapes, 82 cases
of rape attempts and 53 cases were the victims reported
another forced sexual act such as forced oral intercourse or
forced sexual touching. The sample consisted of victims rang-
ing in age from 12 to 68 years. The lower age limit was set at
12 years because this is the age limit set for treatment inclu-
sion at the CRV (Bramsen et al., 2009). Furthermore, in
Denmark, victims below the age of 12 years are questioned
by the police using videotaping whereas victims of 12 years or
above are questioned following the standard procedure for
adults (unless specific circumstances like cognitive impair-
ment, mental illness or developmental immaturity are pres-
ent). All cases, initially reported under the penal code for 'rape'
based on the Danish penal code system, were included
(Vestergaard, 2012). Furthermore, in the Danish penal code
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system there exist several penal codes that characterize the
definition of rape but are not termed rape in the judicial
system. As examples, rapes against a person of the same sex
or rapes with anal penetration are not registered under the
penal code for rape but under the penal code for 'homosexu-
ality with violence' and 'other sexual act with violence' respec-
tively. Although these cases do not follow the judicial defini-
tion of rape we included such cases because they represent the
definition of rape held by the general public. Cases involving
both genders were also included as well as intra-familial rape
cases.

Out of the 282 included cases, 138 victims had been in
contact with the CRVwhile 136 victims had not. In eight cases
information on the victims contact with the CRV was not
available due to the lack of a personal identification number
(CPR; see Data Collection). These eight cases were included
in the analysis of overall attrition patterns and legal reasons
regarding case closure but they were excluded from the anal-
ysis of differences between victims in contact with the CRV
and victims not in contact with the CRV.

Data Collection

The included cases were identified using the electronic Danish
police data system (POL-SAS). POL-SAS contains all the
police reports containing victim, witness and perpetrator state-
ments, as well as crime scene investigation reports, forensic
medical examiner reports, prosecutor reports, and court pa-
pers. All reported rape cases in the time period were reviewed
file by file in order to extract information on the legal process
of the case as well as information on victim age and assault
characteristics (e.g. perpetrator-victim relation and number of
perpetrators). In addition, all files in POL-SAS containing any
sexual offence were reviewed to identify potential rape cases
misfiled by the police. Two cases were identified by doing
this.

In order to make a content analysis of the police and the
prosecution decisions for case closures all cases that were
closed either by the police (n=174) or the prosecution
(n=59) prior to court proceedings were identified. All state-
ments, reported in POL-SAS either by the police or the
prosecutor concerning why the case was closed, were extract-
ed from these files. In Denmark, the police have the authority
to close a case if it is estimated that no crime has been
committed, which need to be pursued by the public system,
or if it is estimated that it is not likely that further investigation
will lead to the identification of the perpetrator. The prosecu-
tion has the authority to close a case without a legal trial if it is
estimated that the case will not lead to a conviction of the
suspected perpetrator, or if the public costs are not reasonable
compared to the importance and expected legal outcome of
the case. In addition, the prosecution can close a case without
a legal trial if the perpetrator is already convicted for a crime

and it is estimated that a further conviction will not increase
the existing legal punishment.

In order to compare cases where the victims had been in
contact with the CRV with those cases where the victims had
not been in contact with the CRVwe used the victims CPR. In
Denmark, all citizens have a CPR. The CRV register all
victims in contact with the center including the victim’s
CPR. Likewise, the police register the victim’s CPR when
filing a case. We therefore cross-checked the victim’s CPR of
the included rape cases with the victim database of the CRV.
Thereby, we were able to identify those victims who had been
in contact with the CRV and those victims who had not. In
eight cases the victim’s CPR was lacking either because the
victim was not a Danish citizen or because the victim’s iden-
tity was unknown (e.g. anonymous police reporting).

All of the data material was collected at the police station
and data were treated anonymous in the further data process-
ing. In order to gain access to the data material it was very
important that the collected data material and any reporting of
the results could not be referred back to the victim- or the
perpetrator’s identity. Furthermore, the study was approved by
the Danish Data Agency and all data were handled according
to the guidelines of the agency.

Analyses

The analysis of overall case attrition was conducted at two
case-processing points: 1) whether police presented the case to
the prosecutor, and 2) whether the prosecutor charged the
perpetrator for felony crimes.

Decisions by the police and the prosecution regarding case
closure were examined by conducting a content analysis on
the extracted material from the POL-SAS files containing all
statements by the police or the prosecution concerning why
the specific case was closed. This information was content
analysed by a psychologist trained in the conventional content
analysis approach (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005). All material was
reviewed file by file and the main argument for case closure
was noted separately. The main argument was selected based
on the following criteria. Inmany cases both the police and the
prosecution only stated a single argument referring to a legal
paragraph for case closure. In cases with several arguments
both the police and the prosecution often used the sentence ‘in
the decision to close the case I have put particular emphasis
on…’. The argument which had a particular emphasis on the
decision to close the case was then chosen as the main argu-
ment for case closure. In some cases, the police stated that it
was not estimated that further investigation would lead to the
identification of the suspected perpetrator because the victim
did not participate in the investigation. In these cases we chose
the victim’s behaviour as the main argument although the case
was also closed because of lack of identified perpetrator.
When this procedure was used for all the included cases,
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categories were developed by identifying similarities between
the arguments for case closure. This process continued until
all case files were divided into categories. Subsequently,
the first author reviewed all the data material and repeat-
ed the process of coding and categorizing the arguments
for case closure. Cohen’s kappa coefficient (Cohen,
1960) was then used to assess inter-rater agreement.
Cohen’s kappa is a widely used statistical measure of
inter-rater agreement for qualitative items (Lambard,
Snyder-Duch & Bracken, 2002). The inter-item agree-
ment was .97 for the police categories and .95 for the
prosecutor categories, which according to Fleiss’s guide-
lines (Fleiss et al. 1981) is excellent. The inconsistent
categories (n=4) were then discussed between the first
and second coder and an agreement was reached.

Differences between the group of victims in contact with
the CRV (yes/no) and attrition patterns were assessed using
Chi-square tests for independence. Associations between vic-
tims’ contact with the CRV (yes/no) and the police decision to
present the case for prosecution decision (yes/no) were ex-
plored, as well as associations between victims’ contact with
the CRV (yes/no) and the prosecutor decision to charge the
perpetrator for felony crimes (yes/no). Chi-square tests for
independence were also used to assess differences between
victim contact with CRV (yes/no) and the identified legal
categories for case closure. In addition, Chi-square tests for
independence were used to explore potential between-group
differences on perpetrator identification (identified/unidenti-
fied), perpetrator-victim relation (known/unknown), and num-
ber of perpetrators (one/several). Independent samples t-test
was used to explore potential between-group differences of
the victims’ age.

All statistical analyses were conducted using the 'Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences' (SPSS) version 21.

Results

Sample Description

Descriptives of the total sample and the two study groups are
presented in Table 1. Chi-square tests for independence (with
Yates Continuity Correction because of a 2 by 2 table) indicat-
ed a significant association between the two study groups and
perpetrator-victim relation. The group of victims who had been
in contact with the CRV included more cases where the perpe-
trators and victims knew each other before the assault (χ2 (1,
n=273)=4.46, p=.03, phi= -1.35) compared to the group of
victims without contact to the CRV. There were no statistically
significant differences between the two groups in relation to
the age of the victims and the number of identified perpetrators,
as well as the number of reported perpetrators.tgroup

Attrition Patterns

The majority of cases were closed in the initial phase of the
legal process, where the police closed 61.7 % of the reported
cases and the prosecutors closed 53.7 % of the cases referred
by the police. When the cases were sent to trial (17.7 % of the
total amount of cases), perpetrators were convicted in three
out of four cases. The perpetrator was convicted in 13.5 % of
the total reported cases. Overall attrition patterns are presented
in Table 1.

Table 1 Descriptives and Attrition Patterns of the Total Study Sample and the Two Study Groups

No contact CRV (n=138) Contact CRV (n=136) Total (n=282)

Age victim (M/SD) 22.2 years/10.9 24.9 years/10.3 23.3 years/10.6

Gender victim (M/%) 128 women/92.8 133 women/97.8 269 women/95.4

Perpetrator-victim relation

- Known (n/%)
- Unknown (n/%)

57 /41.3
81/58.7

61/45.2
74/54.8*

146/51.7
135/47.9*

Perpetrator identified (n/%) 95/68.8 78/57.4 177/62.8

Age perpetrator (M/SD) 29.0 years/11.8 29.3 years/10.9 29.1 years/ 11.2

Gender perpetrator (n/%) 136 men/98.6** 132 men/97.1*** 276 men/97.1

Cases with more than one perpetrator (n/%) 9/6.5 16/11.8**** 25/8.9

Cases referred to prosecutor (n/%) 59/42.8 48/35.3 108/38.3

Perpetrator charged by prosecutor (n/%) 28/20.3 22/16.2 50/17.7

Conviction (n/%) 22/15.9 16/11.8 38/13.5

*Unknown in one case

**Unknown in one case

*** Unknown in four cases

**** Unknown in nine cases
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Legal Decision for Case Closure

The content analysis of the case files revealed five categories
for case closure by the police (see Table 2). The three largest
categories were ‘insufficient evidence’ (37.4 %), ‘lack of
identified suspect’ (33.3%), and ‘victim unwillingness’ (26.
4%). ‘Insufficient evidence’ included cases where there was
not enough evidence (such as forensic evidence, potential eye-
witness testimony or other evidence material e.g. videos) to
support the victim’s explanation and hence build a case. Also,
some cases had a lack of evidence because the victim could
not recall many details of the assault. ‘Lack of identified
perpetrator’ involved cases closed by the police because it was
estimated that further investigation would not lead to the iden-
tification of the suspected perpetrator. The category of ‘victim
unwillingness’ mainly included cases in which the victim
wanted charges dropped and hence declined to give further
statements. Some cases also included statements concerning
the lack of victim participating in the investigation. ‘Legal
characteristics of the case’ (1.1 %), included cases closed due
to legal reasons, (e.g., because the suspected perpetrator was
under the age of criminal responsibility; 15 years in Denmark).
In three cases (1.7 %) the police closed the case because they
estimated that no crime had been committed.tgroup

The content analysis of the case files revealed three cate-
gories for case closure by the prosecution (see Table 3). The
majority of cases were closed because of 'insufficient evi-
dence' (76.3 %). This category mainly covered cases where
the collected evidence material supported neither the victim’s
nor the suspected perpetrator’s explanation and the cases were
therefore closed because it was 'word against word'. The
remaining cases were closed because of 'legal characteristics
of the case' (18.6 %) or 'victim unwillingness' to continue the
case (5. 1%).

Victim Contact with the CRV

A Chi-square test for independence (with Yates
Continuity Correction) indicated no significant associa-
tion between contact with the CRV (yes/no) and whether
the perpetrator was referred for prosecution by the police

(yes/no), χ2 (1, n=274) =1.30, p=.25, phi= -.08. A Chi-
square test for independence (with Yates Continuity
Correction) indicated no significant association between
contact with the CRV (yes/no) and whether the prosecu-
tion charged the perpetrator (yes/no), χ2 (1, n=107) = .00,
p=1.0, phi= -.02.

Also, Chi-square test for independence indicated no signif-
icant association between contact with CRV (yes/no) and the
categories for case closure by the police, χ2 (4, n=167) =6.60,
p =.16, phi = .20 or between contact with CRV (yes/no) and
the categories for case closure by the prosecution, ,χ2 (2,
n=58) =1.35, p =.51, phi = .15.

Discussion

This study set out to examine attrition patterns in 282 reported
rape cases from a regional Danish police department.
Consistent with other studies, we found that the majority of
rape cases were closed in the initial phases of the legal system
by the police and the prosecution (Alderden & Ullman, 2012;
Brown et al., 2007; Frazier & Haney, 1996; Gregory & Lees,
1996). Furthermore, results from our study and the newest
studies on attrition in rape crimes seem quite similar to find-
ings reported 30 years ago (Galvin & Polk, 1983; La Free,
1980; Myers & LaFree, 1982). As such, current research
indicates that the attrition pattern in rape crimes is unfolding
in a seemingly predictable way across different countries and
that the pattern has not changed markedly during the last few
decades.

Searching for explanations for attrition in rape crimes we
focused on the legal decisions for case closure by the police
and the prosecution. We found that insufficient evidence and
the victim’s unwillingness to participate in the investigation
were important factors for case processing both by the police
and the prosecution. These are the same variables identified in
previous studies. Some of the similarities in the attrition
patterns of rape crimes across different studies may therefore
be attributable to specific legal characteristic of rape offences.
Rape crimes often involve only two people and the case is
often based on contradictory statements. As an example, the
reported rape crimes in this study involved one perpetrator in
91.1 % of the total number of cases. In addition, we found that

Table 2 Police Decisions for Case Closure

n %

Total cases closed by the police*
Insufficient evidence

174
65

-
37.4

Lack of identified suspect 58 33.3

Victim unwillingness 46 26.4

Legal characteristics of the case 2 1.1

No crime committed 3 1.7

*One file was missing and could not be identified.

Table 3 Prosecutor Decisions for Case Closure

n %

Total cases closed by the prosecution 59 -

Insufficient evidence 45 76.3

Victim unwillingness 3 5.1

Legal characteristics of the case 11 18.6
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in many of the reported cases the suspected perpetrator admit-
ted that there had been a sexual intercourse, but he claimed it
was voluntary whereas she claimed that it was forced.
Similarly, research has shown that compared to other serious
crimes, rape cases are more likely to involve eyewitness
identification of the defendant but they are less likely to
involve strong evidence of legal guilt and statements from
witnesses (Myers & Lafree, 1982). Furthermore, results
showed that 26.4% of the cases closed by the police were
closed because the victims’ withdrew their allegation or re-
fused further participation in the investigation. Similarly,
Alderden and Ullman (2012) reported that the victim’s will-
ingness to participate in the investigation was the only predic-
tor for police referral to the prosecution. This highlights the
dilemma that many victims drop out of the investigation and
that victim participation is an important factor for case pro-
cessing. Researchers have attributed victims drop out of the
legal process to manipulative and insensitive police responses
(Frazier & Haney, 1996; Holmstrom & Burgess, 1975) and
others point to the specific vulnerabilities of rape victims
(Holmstrom & Burgess, 1975; Lea et al., 2003; Maddox
et al., 2011). Many rape victims suffer from post-traumatic
stress disorder (Elklit & Christiansen, 2010), potentially af-
fecting their ability and motivation for further case processing
(Maddox et al., 2011). Thus, it seems to be important that
police investigators and prosecutors are informed of the spe-
cific vulnerabilities of rape victims and are conducting inter-
rogations of these victims in an empathetic and sensitive way.

Previous research suggests that the establishment of multi-
disciplinary treatment models could be a way to improve the
legal process following a rape crime and enhance prosecution
rates (Campbell et al. 2012a; Campbell et al., 2005). Victims
in contact with specialized treatment groups have been found
more often to have evidence collection kits taken, which may
enhance evidence collection (Campbell et al., 2005).
Furthermore, research suggests that the focus on victim care
has a positive effect on the emotional well-being of victims,
which may make it more likely that victims are willing and
able to participate in the legal process (Campbell et al., 2011;
Campbell et al., 2008; McLaren et al., 2009; Stone et al.,
2006). Contrary to our expectations we found no significant
differences in attrition patterns and legal reasons for case
closure between victims who had been in contact with the
CRVand victims who had not. This finding is contrary to the
study by Campbell et al. (2012a, b) who found that the use of
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) programs were as-
sociated with increased referral rates by the police. However,
whereas Campbell et al., (2012a, b) used a sample of pre- and
post SANE implementation cases, cases in this study were
recruited from a time period where the police department was
a part of the CRV (although not all victims used the CRV
services). It is possible that the participation of the police
department in the CRV may have a positive effect on the

processing of all reported rape crimes even though not all
victims are in contact with other staff groups of this treatment
unit. Comparisons of attrition rates with other police depart-
ments not participating in specialized multidisciplinary treat-
ment units would be preferable in future studies. However, we
also found a significant difference between the two study
samples that could obscure the reported results. The group
of victims in contact with the CRVincluded significantly more
cases where the victim and perpetrator were known before the
assault compared to the group of victims not in contact with
the CRV. Research has suggested that the relationship between
the perpetrator and the victim has a significant effect on
attrition rates. Lea et al. (2003) found that if the victim and
offender had engaged in sexual intercourse previous to the
rape allegation, the victim was more likely to retract the
complaint. Also, if the victim and offender were current or
former partners, the case was more likely to be closed without
a legal trial. It is possible that rape cases where the victim and
perpetrator are previously unknown are more likely to reach
the courtroom because such cases revolve around whether the
defendant was the perpetrator rather than whether or not the
complainant actually consented (Brown et al., 2007). Hence,
this difference in the proportion of cases with known victim
and perpetrator relationship may possibly influence the com-
parison of attrition rates between the two study groups. More
research is certainly needed to explore potential effects of
specialized multidisciplinary treatment units for rape victims
on the legal process following the crime.

Limitations

The current study has several limitations. The study was
geographically limited to a specific regional part of
Denmark and the results may not be representative for
Denmark as a whole. Furthermore, the comparison of attrition
data across studies and countries is difficult due to variations
in legal processes and systems as well as different ways of
assessing attrition (Lovett & Kelly, 2009). Thus, there is a risk
that these procedural and methodological variations influence
the comparisons of results from different countries.

In addition, the content analysis of legal decisions for case
closure by the police and prosecutor had some limitations. The
extraction process of statements concerning case closure from
the files in POL-SASwas not repeated by a second researcher.
A second researcher could have validated that no important
statements had been missed in this process. Furthermore, we
focused on the main reason for case closure with the risk of
oversimplifying the decision process. Some of the included
cases did contain multiple arguments and considerations.
However, we also found that most files contained only a
single statement or very sparse information on why the case
had been closed. This finding is similar to the study byMurpy
et al. (2013) who found that many police reports lacked
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explicit information on why the case was dropped in cases
where the rape victim declined to pursue further investigation.
These findings suggest that documentation practices could be
improved and perhaps a more accurate reporting process
could assist in the communication between the police officers,
the prosecutors, and victims (Murphy et al., 2013). Future
studies, though, would benefit from a more detailed analysis
of the decision process by the police and the prosecution when
closing a rape case.

Another limitation was the single focus on legal factors for
case closure. Several other studies have focused on extra-legal
concepts (e.g. the influence of prejudicial attitudes towards
female rape victims in the legal system). It is highly possible
that police officers and prosecutors rely on both extra-legal
and legal factors when investigating rape crimes, which were
not accounted for in this study. However, Brown et al. (2007)
argued that although police officers and prosecutors display
both attitudinal prejudices and a rational legal logic the latter
seems to be dominating.

Conclusion

The results of this Danish case-file study support results from
previous studies reporting that the majority of reported rape
cases are closed in the initial processing phases by the police
and the prosecution. Insufficient evidence and the victim’s
unwillingness to go through the legal process seem to be
important factors for case processing in rape crimes.
Specialized multidisciplinary treatment models have been
found to improve the legal process following a rape crime
by enhancing evidence collection and providing the victim
with the necessary support to go through the legal process. In
the current study, though, we found no difference in attrition
patterns and legal reasons regarding case closure between the
victims who had been in contact with a specialized multidis-
ciplinary unit for rape victims and victim not in contact with
this unit. However, an important difference between the study
groups was found in the proportion of cases with known
perpetrator-victim relationship. More research is needed to
explore potential effects of specialized multidisciplinary treat-
ment units for rape victims on the legal process following a
rape crime.We therefore encourage knowledge sharing across
different countries on experiences of attrition in rape cases and
initiatives to improve the legal support for victims of rape.
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